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FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA

September 7, 2012

PRESS RELEASE

State Attorney Bill Eddins announced that Michael Edward Berkland was arrested today
on one count of Improper Disposal/Storage of Hazardous Waste and one count of Public
Nuisance. The charge of improper storage constitutes a third degree felony punishable
by up to 5 years in state prison while the public nuisance charge is a second degree
misdemeanor punishable by up to 60 days in the county jail. These charges resulted from
the discovery of human organs and tissues that were located in a storage locker rented by
Berkland at Uncle Bob’s Self Storage. Attached to this press release is the probable cause
affidavit which sets forth the facts surrounding the arrest in more detail. The investigation
in this case was conducted by the Office of the State Attorney with the assistance of the
Pensacola Police Department and the Medical Examiner's Office.

Atthe time of his arrest, Berkland was operating a motor vehicle with a suspended license
and was also charged with that offense.

The investigation regarding Dr. Berkland is continuing and additional charges are possible.
For more information contact State Attorney Bill Eddins at 595-4761.

A Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Empioyer
Serving Escambia, Okalogsa, Santa Rosa and Walton Counties
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AFFIDAVIT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

I, Corey A. Aittama, being duly sworn, hereby depose and say:

T am a full time certified state law enforcement officer employed as an investigator with the
Office of the State Attorney, 17 Judicial Circuit of Horida. 1 am currently assigned to the
Homicide and Major Crimes Division, whose primary responsibility is the investigation and
subsequent prosecution of homicide cases and other crimes of violence.

T am a law enforcement officer with approximately 19 years of experience. 1 have been
previously employed by Ilorida’s Office of the Attorney General, the Okaloosa County
Sheriff’s Office, and the United States Air Force Security Police. T have also served an
appointment with the United States Drug Enforcement Admimistration. Throughout my
carcer, 1 have conducted, coordinated, and participated in criminal mvestigations, and have
been mnvolved in the arrest of numerous violators of state, federal, and military laws. 1 have
also participated in the execution of scarch warrants on various strugtures, conveyances,
parcels, and electronic devices. In addition to my professional experience, 1 have received
over 1000 hours of advanced, specialized law enforcement training,

'The following is based on my own investigation, or was information provided by other law
enforcement officers. Since this affidavit is for a limited purpose, I have not included every
fact [ know about this investigation. 1 set forth only the facts necessary to establish probable

cause. Dates and times are approximate.

On Auvgust 24, 2012 the Pensacola Police Department (PPD) responded to Uncle Bob’s Self
Storage, a business located at 195 K. Fairfield Drive, after management reported finding
miscellaneous human remains stored inside various containers within a storage locker (B-12).
On scene, officers observed approximately nine to ten cardboard boxes stacked in the
corner of the unit. Officer David D). Huhn described smelling the odor of formaldehyde as
he entered. Upon closer inspection, Otficer Huhn observed the boxes contamned numerous
individual containers with what he believed to be human remains stored in a liquid

substance. He also located additional containers inside several plastic garbage bags.

The Office of the State Attorney (OSA), along with the Pensacola Police Department (PPD)
and the District 1 Medical Fxaminer’s Office, conducted an mvestigation mto the
circumstances surrounding the discovery of the human remains. The investigation has
revealed that Michacel Pdward BERKLAND, entered iato a lease agreement on April 18,
2009 for a 10° x 10” unit numbered B-12. Records obtained through subpoena, mdicate that

BERKILAND also took possession of the unit that same day.
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10,

11.

In the rental agreement, BERKLAND spedifically declared the contents of the unit to be
household poods, furniture, boxes, sporting goods, office furiture, and landscaping
equipment. Company rules, as outhined m the agreement, prohibited storage of “Hazardous
Materials”™ to include, but not limited to: flammable, biological, or toxic materials; medical
waste; urea formaldehyde; or other hazardous waste. George K. Klages, the manager,
verified BERKLAND’s identity by photocopying his Florida driver’s license and placing it in
his file. :

Klages advised that BERKILANIYs unit reached default status for failure to pay rent on at
least six different occasions. Hach time, BERKILAND settled his account just prior to actual
repossession. By August 2012, BERKLAND reached a final default on unit B-12 and
management scized his unit after following proper legal requirements. On Wednesday
August 22, 2012 the storage locker was auctioned by Auction Services, a third party
contractor. Klages advised that Philip Knight purchased the unit for $£900.,

According to Klages, Knight informed him that he discovered possible human remains in
the locker. Klages, himself, inspected the vnit after Koight vacated it and personally
observed various pieces of human remains stored in multiple contamers, He described them
as packaged in cardboard boxes. Klages notified the Pensacola Police Department on Friday
Auvgust 24, 2012.

Knight provided a sworn statement. e cssentially advised that just prior to the
commencement of bidding, the auctioneer described the locker as a former medical
examiner’s unit. Kaight was focused on several pieces of furniture as they opened the door
for viewing. Knight piaced the winning bid of $900. He paid a total of $1068, ncluding taxes
and fees. After winning, Knight entered the unit to claim his acquired property. He removed
the furniture then inspected several boxes that were also stored inside. Knight advised that
he observed human remains in containers then alerted the management.

The medical examiner’s office assumed custody of all human remains from the Pensacola
Police Department. Chief Investigator Jeffrey B. Martin, along with the medical exanmner,
conducted an inventory of the seizure. Investigator Martin advised that he processed and
photographed approximately 111 individual containers of various human remams. The
remains inclided tissuc samples and dissected organs. Inv, Martin also advised that there

were numerous whole organs, including hearts, brains, a liver, and a lung,

Al human remains were packaged in some form of container. A majority of the containers
were labeled and included the initials MEB. It appeared they ranged i date from 1997
through 2007, although some packages were unmarked and unidentifiable. Inv. Martin
described approximately 2 of the containers as medical grade, but advised that the other
half consisted primarily of Ziploc style plastic sandwich boxes and 2 32 ounce Styrofoam
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13.

14,

15.

16.

drink cup from Dodge’s Store. Most of the human remains were stored in formalin, a liquid
solution contatning formaldehyde and methyl alcohol Pormalin is commonly used to
preserve tissue samples during autopsies and is considered a hazardous material with special
handling procedures. Some of the packages, such as the Styrofoam cup, were found
damaged causing the formalin to leak out and the samples to dey up. All human remains
were repackaged in appropriate medical containers.

According to Inv. Martin, human tissue samples are normally only stored for a period of up
to one year after an autopsy is performed. Unless special circumstances exist, such as
homicide cases, biomedical waste and hazardous materdals are disposed through licensed
contractors.

Formalin 1s a liquid solution containing formaldehyde and methy! alcohol, both of which are
considered hazardous materials. Pormaldehyde s a classified as a poisonous (toxic)
hazardous material and is an mhalation hazard. Tt is also listed as a carcinogen. Methyl
alcohol is classified as a flammable/combustible liquid and presents a fire hazard, While
processing the human remains, Inv. Martin extracted ten “tissue buckets”, approximately
one gallon cach, of used formalin from the containers that were seized from BERKILAND’s

storage Lt

Forda Statute 403.703 (13) defines “Hawzardous waste™ as a solid waste, or a combination of solid
wasies, which, because of iis guaniily, conceniration, or physical, chemical, or infections characteristics, my
cause, or significantly contribufe 1o, an incease in morlalily or an increase in JSerious irveversible or
tneapacitating reversible illness or may pose a substantial present oy potential hazard to buman bealth or the
environiment when improperly traniported, disposed of, stored, treated, or otherwise marnaged. Basced upon
the sworn testimony of Jeffrey B. Martin, Chief Investigator for the District T Medical
Hxaminer’s Office, the chemicals (formalin) seized from the containers fall into this
category.

Florida Statute 403.727 (3)(b) makes it a felony offense tor any person who knowingly or by
exhibiting reckless indifference or gross careless disregard for buman bealth, (2) Disposes of, treats, or stores
hasardous waste: (a) At any place but a bazardons waste facility which has a curvent and valid permul, Tn
this particular case, BIRKILAND did not uvtilize a properly licensed facility to store
hazardous waste that he generated. Many of the containers were also inadequate for storing
hazardous materials, which adds to the severity of the offense. Additionally, some containers
showed evidence of leakage, which could injure the health of citizens in general.

Based upon the aforementioned facts and circumstances as outlined in this affidavit, along
with my experience and training, I respectfully submit that there 15 probahle cause to believe
that Michael Edward BERKI.AND comumitted the crimes of Improper Disposal/Storage of
IHazardous Waste, a felony offense in violation of Florida Statute 403.727 (3) (b) (2) (a), and

Page 4 of 3




Creating a Public Nuisance, a misdemeanor offense m violation of Ulorida Statute 823.01.
These crimes occurred in Hscambia County, within the 1% Judicial Circuit of Florida.

p— M:’“‘“‘*
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Corey A. Aittarma, Investigatos
Office of the State Attorney

;A
SUBSCRIBED AND 5WORN before me, this / day of ’\cptcmher 2012.

;)/%fz;% /? 2’;{2) féf”i

Barry R.;Brookga Chief Investigator
Office of the State Attorney
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